August 30, 1968 


ORAL COMMUNICATION FROM AMBASSADOR DOBRYNIN 

OF THE USSR TO SECRETARY RUSK 

> • 
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On August 21 t'na Soviet Government informed the Government of the 
United States oi a declsiop.of live allied socialist states, adopted in con- 
nection with a request of the Czechoslovak side, to render immediately 
the assistance to the fraternal Czechoslovak people in its defense of *■ 
socialist statehood, established by the Constitution of the Czechoslovak Socialist 
Republic, and of entering of their military -units for this purpose into the 
territory of Czechoslovakia. This decision of the five aliledtsfetes in no r 
measure infringes upon the stale interests of the United States or any other 
state, li comes out of bi-lateral and multi-lateral obligations, taken by the 
seciaiusc countries in defense of their security, and had as iti aim not to 
allow svcn development of events which would shatter the mainstays of 
European peace and world security; 

L 

.-vs ia known, during the last days negotiations took place In Moscow 
between the Czechoslovak delegation ’with President L. Svoboda at the 

^ J th6 leaders oi the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and the 
co net Government. In the course# the negotiations there was frank 
&r.c inendly discussion on the questions connected with the present 
development of international situation including the questions about the 
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situation in C z echo Slovakia in the Last days and rhe cue stions connected 
with the temporary entering of troops of five jooialis. countries into the 
territory o: Czechoslovak Socialise Aepublic. 

The re oui is of the soviet- Cz- choslovak negotiations are stated in the 
joint communique publislred on August 27, which has been probably studied 
by the Government or the United States. 

A great sipifLcar.es is being attached in the Soviet Union to these 
negotiations and their favorable results. The same high evaluation oi the 
results oi the negotiations is made by the leadership oi altied socialist 
coui.tr.es — uw.'jv.. .nungc.ry, ^ o z ni a. . D^m oc.-auc Aepubi.c, Polana. 

Gr.ce ogam a deep unity oi interests of Czechoslovakia ar.a d?e Soviet 
Union v;a- confirmed, including the unity oi interests ir. international 
affair^, in the oaolc cuesctons of ensuring .European security Ln the face 
oi growing intrigues or revanchist, milAaristic and neo-nazi forces; v/as 
confirmed also ;ciat determination to strengthen friendship and unity of 
socialist countries and to increase their defensive capacity, to give resolute 
reouff to counter-revolutionary forces, tied with the external aggressive 
circles. 


The -fact, that the negotiations were conducted at the highest party 
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anc state levei and that it was agreed to continue appropriate contacts, 
demonstrates a big step forward in strengthening, developing and deepening 
of vhe traditional, historic friendship between -he peoples of both countries. 
The Governments of 00U1 states declared cf their determination to direct 
theLr joint efforts to this noble goal, to build 'further their relations on 

the basis of mutual respect, equal rights, territorial integrity, independence 
and socialist solidarity. 

It Wu.s u,g»e£c iZi v..e course of negotiations that the Soviet Ur.; on on 
iio w — give al. necessary assisiar.ee to the Government and oeoole 

• t 

of Czechoslovakia in their efforts towards normalization of life which was 
broken by the intrigues of counter- revolution anti-socialist forces, in the 
solution of economic problems, etc. 

These wao built their plans on the use of alleged contradictions among 
the socialist states and counted on the forces of counter-revolution are 
witnessing the collapse of their hopes. No one will ever be allowed to 
tear out ary link from the friendship of socialist countries. 

As it was already stated in our information to the Government of 
.v. United States o. riugust 21 , we proceeded and are proceeding from ihe 
faCt tnat th£ evc_;rj3 in Czechoslovakia should not cause any harm to me 
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ij relations between the Soviet Union and: the United ’States. It Is noted in 

$ 

Moscow that also on the part of the leaders of the United States there 
were made statements to the effect that they are interested in the improve- 
ment of the relations between our countries. 

Tae fact of appealing of the Government of the United States to the 
‘ Security Council with the so-callec Czechoslovak question moreover could 

• not be interpreted in the Soviet Union otherwise as an unfriendly act on the 

■ « , 

part of the United States. As is known Czechoslovakia not only did not ask 
’ to di-cuss this question in the Security Council but it demanded to withdraw 

i • 

•• 

it from the agenda of the Council. 

The appeal of the United States to she United Nations with this question 
■. as well as sharply hostile to the Soviet Union character and tone of the 
,U. S. Representative speeches in the Security Council cannot, of course, 
in any way facilitate the task of improvement of these relations. Quite the 
oppe — ~ie « 

So far as we are concerned the Soviet Government stands for the 
development of the Soviet- American relations and is ready to move ahead 
in thus direction including the questions ;Vh ich were the subject of discussion 
between our governments lately. •But it would be a mistake to suppose. 
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however, that showing its care in this respect the Soviet Union would 

i 

neglect its primary responsibility - the defence of the position of 
soc-alisir. wherever and in whatever iorni should a threat to the fraternal 
socialist countries emerge. 
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